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WORKING HARD FOR

ACTION ON FLOODING

Universal Studios has the
potential to be an absolute
gamechanger for local jobs, local
businesses and our local
economy and that's why | have
campaigned so hard to ensure it
got the go-ahead. And | know
many of you are delighted it has
been given the green light.

It is expected to give an almost
£50 billion boost to the economy
and provide a fantastic boost to

BETTER RAIL SERVICES

Whilst rail services are much
better than when | started to
commute in 2008, they’re still
letting too many local people
down. And that’s why I've been
working hard in Parliament and
with Thameslink to improve
services.

In my Westminster Hall debate on
the performance of Thameslink |
scrutinised Government plans to
hold train companies to account

Last September’s flooding was
devastating for many of our
communities. And the flooding of
the A421 was a shocking insight
into how poorly infrastructure has
been planned. More needs to be
done to prevent flooding, so I've
been taking the campaign to
Parliament.

It makes no sense to build on
land that floods, so I've called on
Government to end development

UNIVERSAL SECURED

local jobs for people across Mid
Bedfordshire.

Many of you have questions
about disruption during
construction and operation, and
long-term consequences for local
housing. And attention now turns
to ensure the park comes with
appropriate infrastructure,
including rail, road and
accommodation. Thank you to
everybody who took the time to

to deliver a better service for
local people. The delays and
cancellations facing commuters
every single day are
unacceptable. I've also met with
Thameslink to push them to do
better.

Also, I'm continuing to push
Network Rail to deliver step-free
access at our local train stations.
Final design work for Flitwick is
expected in the autumn.

on floodplains. And | introduced a
Bill to Parliament aimed at
tackling flooding.

Colleagues from across parties
and | have also been pushing the
Government to ensure
sustainable drainage
infrastructure is in place and
properly maintained so that new
and existing houses are better
protected from flooding.

Find out more on my website.

share your thoughts on the
infrastructure needed in my
online survey.

| will continue to work closely
with the Government, the local
council and Universal Studios as
the project progresses. At the
time of writing, Universal has
submitted its request for planning
permission to Government which
is an exciting milestone for the
project.
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MID BEDFORDSHIRE

I am not a NIMBY or a blocker but
if the Government is serious
about its housebuilding plans, we
need to ensure it is done in a way
that does not erode our
countryside and merge our
villages. Infrastructure must
urgently catch up and keep pace
with housebuilding, and | am
working with the council to push
Government.

Too often, this hasn’t happened.

Our countryside is facing
significant risks—and that would
have a major impact on us all.
Our farmers put food on our
plates every day, and with ever
increasing global instability food
security is more important than
ever.

| recently hosted a roundtable for
local farmers at Disco-licious in
Gravenhurst with Shadow
Farming Minister Robbie Moore

Getting out and about visiting
local businesses has been vital in
my first year as your local MP and
it’s been fantastic to meet with
such a wide range of businesses
across Mid Beds.

| understand the level of
frustration many of you are
feeling about taxation and red
tape, and as part of the Shadow
Treasury team | will continue to
hold the Government to account.

INFRASTRUCTURE FIRST

And Wixams is just one local
example of that. More than 15
years since the first residents
moved in, Wixams still doesn’t
have a GP surgery or the
promised train station. It's not
acceptable and the planning
system needs to change to fix
these failures.

Securing primary healthcare in
Wixams remains a priority,
working with the Bedford Mayor,

SAVE OUR COUNTRYSIDE

It is businesses and people that
drive growth in our economy, not
Governments, and we must
recognise that.

It was brilliant to welcome the
Shadow Chancellor Mel Stride to
The Chequers in Westoning for a
small business roundtable. We
had a really insightful discussion
on the challenges facing local
businesses at the moment, but
also the opportunities ahead.

Blake Stephenson MP—Member of Parli

councillors and the local NHS.

In Parliament, | have called on the
Government to commit to
requiring developers to deliver
new infrastructure at the start of
development or where
Government would provide
capital funding up front for
councils to deliver infrastructure,
which they then claim back
directly from developers’ section
106 contributions.

to make sure that their voices are
heard.

Also, | have been campaigning
for Government to reinstate
funding to the Chilterns National
Landscape Boundary Review
which would help protect our
beautiful areas such as the
Barton Hills and Pegsdon Hills
long into the future. | have a
petition on my website if you
want to support the campaign.




